FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NOVEMBER 12, 2020

MATOMA AND MICHAEL BOLTON CELEBRATE “IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME”

RENOWNED PRODUCER TEAMS UP WITH MULTI-GRAMMY® AWARD WINNING ICON

FOR BEAUTIFUL NEW HOLIDAY CLASSIC

LISTEN TO “IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME” HERE
WATCH THE LYRIC VIDEO HERE 
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DOWNLOAD ARTWORK HERE
Beloved inspirational producer Matoma has joined forces with multi-GRAMMY® Award-winning legend Michael Bolton for an incredibly beautiful new holiday classic. “It’s Christmas Time,” which marks the first ever collaboration between Matoma and the legendary singer, songwriter and social activist Michael Bolton, highlighting Bolton’s iconic vocals and Matoma’s versatile and genre-defying production. The track was co-written by Matoma, Bolton and Neil Ormandy (Nick Jonas, Kelly Clarkson, Bebe Rexha) and produced by Matoma.  “It’s Christmas Time” is available now HERE; the celestial track is accompanied by a companion lyric video, streaming now HERE.

“To work with Michael is more than a dream come true for me, he has truly inspired me my whole life,” Matoma said. “His voice is almost magical at stirring up emotions in a listener, to make this song with him is all of my Christmases at once."

"Working with Matoma was such a refreshing and inspiring adventure for me,” Michael Bolton shared. “His ability to compose and create, combined with his brilliant gift as a pianist, enables him to transform a song into an emotional orchestral experience.  I hope this collaboration is the first of many we will write together."

"Whether it is for the dancefloor or not, I always want to make music for your heart,” Matoma said about the song. “Together we wanted to make a song that gave you the feeling of warmth and love that you get from being home with your loved ones at Christmas. There's nothing like it in the world, and I think this year more than ever, wherever and however you celebrate the holidays, we all need that feeling of togetherness and love."

“It’s Christmas Time” follows the recent release of Matoma’s epic return with “WOW,” featuring vocals from 17-year-old Norwegian pop sensation Emma Steinbakken, a talented singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist who has quickly racked up more than 20 million worldwide streams since making her official debut last year. “WOW” is already off to a fast start, breaking into the Top 50 daily streams on Spotify and Top 20 most Shazamed track in Norway. "The euphoric track was accompanied by an equally upbeat and feelgood companion video, streaming now HERE.

Matoma – who is currently shooting the latest season of The Voice in Norway, where he’ll act as one of four mentors on the popular television show - continues to build on his brand of positivity in the tough times of 2020 through his hosting of the mental health-focused Alone Together Music Festival this summer as well as a yet-to-be announced project defined by his ongoing dedication to wellness both in and out of the sphere of music.

Bolton – who is currently writing and producing his new podcast for Big Money Players / iHeart Podcast Network, continues to delight and surprise audiences around the world with his unique blend of music, heart and humor, evolving his classic brand through contemporary collaborations. Always dedicated to social cause, Michael will be hosting a virtual fundraising event on December 12, 2020 to raise awareness and resources for those at risk of domestic violence exacerbated by the pandemic.    

ABOUT MATOMA

With over two billion worldwide streams, Matoma has ranked among Spotify’s top 40 most streamed artists worldwide. Since making his debut in 2015, the gifted DJ/producer has joined the ranks of EDM’s most popular and innovative new stars, prompting Rolling Stone to declare him the “leader of tropical house’s next big wave.” Born Tom Lagergren, Matoma scored a breakout success in 2015 with his RIAA gold certified single, Matoma & The Notorious B.I.G.’s “Old Thing Back (Feat. Ja Rule & Ralph Trevsant),” featured on the groundbreaking 2015 debut album, HAKUNA MATOMA. Since then, Matoma has made waves with life-affirming originals (including the smash “Running Out“) alongside cross-genre collaborations with the likes of Jason Derulo, Jennifer Lopez, Dua Lipa, and The Vamps, as well a dazzling array of remixes for artists as varied as Coldplay, One Direction, Snoop Dogg, Eminem, and Sean Paul, among others. 

Matoma’s journey reached a landmark moment with the release of 2018’s acclaimed debut album, ONE IN A MILLION, available for streaming and download HERE. Hailed by Billboard as “a fresh collection of varied dance-pop compositions…heavy with feels from start to finish… (and) poised for pop-crossover success with some stirringly emotional moments and dance floor feelings,” the album includes a quartet of worldwide hit singles, including “False Alarm (Feat. Becky Hill),” “Lonely (Feat. MAX),” “Slow (Feat. Noah Cyrus)“ and “All Night (Feat. The Vamps),” all of which have now amassed close to a billion total streams and counting.

2019 saw Matoma touring the globe while continuing to unleash new music, including the sultry mixtape, FORCE OF NATURE: HEATWAVE, as well as such stellar singles as “Bruised Not Broken (Feat. MNEK & Kiana Ledé),” Ally Brooke & Matoma’s “Higher,” Matoma & Petey’s “Keep It Simple (Feat. Wilder Woods),” “All Around The World (Feat. Bryn Christopher),” Matoma & LATENIGHTJIGGY’s “Peligrosa (Mimosas),” and most recently, Matoma & HRVY’s feel-good new single, “Good Vibes.”

For more information on MATOMA, please visit: HAKUNAMATOMA.COM
ABOUT MICHAEL BOLTON

Michael Bolton is a multiple GRAMMY® Award-winning singer, songwriter and social activist, who has sold more than 65 million records globally and remains committed to humanitarian causes, especially through the Michael Bolton Charities, advocating on behalf of women and children at risk for more than 25 years.

Celebrating 50 years of contributions to the entertainment industry, Michael has earned four nominations and won two GRAMMY® Awards for “Best Pop Male Vocal Performance”, holds six American Music Awards, three Emmy Award nominations, and a Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. As a songwriter, he has garnered over 24 BMI and ASCAP Awards (including “Songwriter of the Year”), and the “Hitmakers Award” from the Songwriters Hall of Fame. 

Michael’s most recent release A SYMPHONY OF HITS, a #1 album on the Billboard Classical Chart, is a collection of his favorite Greatest Hits newly arranged and recorded with a full symphony orchestra.  To date, Michael has seen 9 studio albums rank in the Top Ten, with 9 #1 singles. Bolton has collaborated with such diverse musical icons ranging from Bob Dylan, Ray Charles and Luciano Pavarotti, to KISS, Cher, Barbra Streisand and Lady Gaga. He is currently writing, recording and producing an album of original music with contemporary songwriters, producers, DJs and artists.

Michael became a viral sensation in The Lonely Island’s Emmy nominated video, “Captain Jack Sparrow” that launched on Saturday Night Live and has racked up more than 214 million views on YouTube. He went on to executive produce and star in the Netflix show Michael Bolton’s Big Sexy Valentine’s Special, which has already become a seasonal cult classic. Bolton also is the creator and host of AXN Asia’s newest music competition reality show.       
For more information on MICHAEL BOLTON, please visit MICHAELBOLTON.COM. 

[image: image2.jpg]



Michael Bolton (left), Neil Ormandy (center) and Matoma (right). Credit: Henry Amman
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 CONNECT WITH MATOMA
HAKUNAMATOMA.COM
SOUNDCLOUD
FACEBOOK
TWITTER
INSTAGRAM
WEAREBIGBEAT.COM
For Matoma press inquiries please contact:

Jessica Nall // Jessica.Nall@atlanticrecords.com
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 CONNECT WITH MICHAEL BOLTON
MICHAELBOLTON.COM
YOUTUBE
FACEBOOK
TWITTER
INSTAGRAM
For Michael Bolton press inquiries please contact:

Sonia Muckle // Sonia@m2mConstruction.com 
